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Expertise and Practice

Kristy is recognized for her experience in the avoidance and resolution of commercial 
disputes, with particular emphasis on disputes involving cross-border insolvency, 
derivatives and financial products; international arbitration; directors’ duties; audit 
negligence; and claims and investigations involving fraud.

Her experience includes representing clients in cases arising from some of the largest 
corporate collapses and frauds over the last 16 years, including the Madoff Ponzi scheme 
and the failures of the Platinum Partners Funds, Carlyle Capital Corporation, Bond 
Corporation, the Galleria group and HIH Insurance.

Many of Kristy’s matters are multi-jurisdictional in nature.  She is experienced in 
anticipating and dealing with the legal and practical issues that arise in this context, 
including jurisdictional disputes and enforcement of judgments.

Kristy is highly respected by clients for her technical excellence, attention to detail and 
commercial awareness. Kristy is also a senior member of the leadership team and is 
responsible for LKs’ clerkship and graduate recruitment programme. Kristy is a Fellow of 
INSOL.

Project Highlights

Kristy has extensive experience with commercial, financial and insolvency litigation.  
Examples of her projects include:

• Platinum Partners Feeder Funds
Represents the liquidators of the Platinum Partners Value Arbitrage Feeder Funds 
including investigations and litigation in the United States and Cayman Islands. The 
Feeder Funds collapsed in 2016 owing nearly US$500 million to investors.
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• Galleria (Hong Kong) Limited
Represents the court appointed liquidators of Galleria (Hong Kong) Limited including 
investigations and litigation in Hong Kong and the United States over the collapse 
of the Galleria group of companies following revelations of fraud by the Group’s 
directors.

• The Kingate Funds
Represented the court appointed liquidators of the Kingate Funds, the second-largest 
of the Madoff “feeder funds”, including investigations and litigation in Bermuda and 
the United States in relation to the audit of the Kingate Funds.

• Carlyle Capital Corporation
Part of the legal team that represented the court appointed liquidators of Carlyle 
Capital Corporation, a Guernsey company listed  on Euronext, including litigation in 
Guernsey and the United States over the collapse of a US$1 billion hedge fund.

• New Cap Reinsurance Corporation Limited
Represented the liquidator on a complex cross-border application for enforcement of 
an US$8 million Australian preference judgment that was ultimately successful in the 
UK Supreme Court ([2012] UKSC 46).  This case resolved some important questions 
regarding the principle of universalism in cross-border insolvency.

• UBS AG (London Branch) & Anor v Kommunale Wasserwerke Leipzig GMBH 
Part of the legal team representing UBS in claims worth several hundred million US 
dollars in the English High Court against a German utilities company concerning 
synthetic CDOs and related credit default swaps ([2014] EWHC 3615).

• Comet Group Limited
Advised the administrators of electronics retailer Comet on the largest UK 
retail insolvency of 2012, including the retention of title claims by suppliers and 
related litigation.

• DSB Bank N.V. 
Represented the insolvency trustee of Dutch DSB Bank N.V. on claims arising 
from the termination of swaps under a securitisation transaction.  The case was 
successfully settled.

• Bond Corporation
Part of the legal team representing the liquidator of the Bond (Southern Equities) 
group of companies, including the complex and long-running claims against the 
companies’ directors and auditors.  The collapse of the company was one of the largest 
in Australian corporate history and involved numerous proceedings in Australia and 
around the world.

• Harris Scarfe Limited
Represented the receiver of Harris Scarfe, one of Australia’s largest retailers, and its 
banker in long-running multi-million dollar litigation against the company’s auditors.
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• HIH Royal Commission
Part of the legal team that investigated, prepared and presented evidence and legal 
advice to the Royal Commissioner, Justice Neville Owen of the Supreme Court of 
Western Australia, following the collapse of the HIH Insurance Group.  Kristy focused 
in particular on investigating the role of the Group’s auditor.

• The Sultan of Brunei
Represented the Sultan of Brunei in proceedings brought against him in the Supreme 
Court of New South Wales and successfully obtaining a stay on the grounds of forum 
non conveniens ([2007] NSWSC 1201).  The decision, which was subsequently upheld 
on appeal, raised novel questions of sovereign immunity in the context of conflict 
of laws.

Career

Kristy joined LK in 2014 and works in the firm’s Adelaide office.  She commenced her 
career with Fisher Jeffries in Adelaide in 2001 and also worked at Clayton Utz in Sydney for 
3 years before moving to London in 2008.  Prior to joining LK, Kristy was a partner in the 
London office of Mayer Brown.

Qualifications

• Bachelor of Laws and Legal Practice (First Class Honours), Flinders University of South 
Australia (2000)

• Bachelor of Arts (Psychology), Flinders University of South Australia (1999)
• Global Insolvency Practice Course, INSOL International (2021) - graduated with 

Honours and winner of the Stephen Adamson Award for first in class

Admissions

• Supreme Court of South Australia (2001)
• Supreme Court of New South Wales (2005)
• High Court and Federal Court of Australia (2005) 
• Solicitor of the Supreme Court, England and Wales (2011)

Industry and Community

• INSOL International - Fellow
• Law Society of South Australia - Women Lawyers Mentor
• Women Lawyers’ Association of South Australia - Secretary
• Aboriginal Law Students Mentoring Scheme - Mentor
• Flinders University Law Course Quality Advisory Group - Member
• Australian Institute of Company Directors - Member
• Women’s Insolvency Network SA - Committee Member


