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Expertise and Practice

Madeleine Harland is an experienced practitioner with significant Australian and 
international experience in commercial litigation, arbitration and corporate and 
regulatory investigations.  She specializes in professional negligence claims, director and 
shareholder disputes, trustee and beneficiary claims, and other disputes arising from 
corporate collapses, contentious deceased estates, insolvency and commercial fraud. 

Madeleine has managed complex cross-border disputes from investigation through to trial 
and the enforcement of judgments, arising from some of the largest corporate collapses 
and frauds over the past decade.

Madeleine combines superior case and analytical management skills, technical excellence 
and breadth of legal knowledge, with pragmatism, tenacity and commerciality, to build 
constructive relationships and advance her client’s interests.  She is well-regarded by 
colleagues and clients alike for her positive demeanor, enthusiasm, energy and grit.

Recent Project Highlights

• Platinum Partners Feeder Funds
Represents the liquidators of the Platinum Partners Value Arbitrage Feeder Funds 
including investigations and litigation in the United States and Cayman Islands. The 
Feeder Funds collapsed in 2016 owing nearly US$500 million to investors.

• Orient Power Holdings Ltd
Represented the Receivers of Orient Power, a major Hong Kong electronics 
manufacturer which collapsed in 2006 following the release of financial statements 
disclosing losses of over HK$1 billion and a qualified audit opinion.  Key member of 
the team pursuing proceedings against former auditors of the group.

Madeleine Harland

Principal

Telephone
Email

+61 8 8239 4657
mharland@lk.law



2www.lk.law

• The Kingate Funds
Represented the court appointed liquidators of the Kingate Funds, the second-largest 
of the Madoff “feeder funds”, including investigations and litigation in Bermuda and 
the United States in relation to the audit of the Kingate Funds.

• Carlyle Capital Corporation Ltd
Represented the court appointed liquidators of Carlyle Capital Corporation,  
a Guernsey company listed on Euronext, including investigations and litigation 
in Guernsey and the United States over the collapse of a US$22 billion hedge fund. 
Litigation has included anti-anti-suit proceedings in the Guernsey Court of Appeal in 
relation to a forum dispute. See [2013] 2 Lloyd’s Report 179.

• Akai Holdings Ltd
Part of the team that represented the liquidators of Akai Holdings Limited in 
proceedings arising from their collapse, one of the biggest in Asia. This included 
proceedings in London, Hong Kong, the Netherlands and Australia, including the 
largest auditor negligence claim in Hong Kong at that time.

• J.N. Taylor Group
Advising the liquidators of JN Taylor Group on distribution and other procedural 
issues in this long running liquidation in the Supreme Court of South Australia.

• Director and Shareholder Dispute
Advising private company in relation to unfair termination and minority shareholder 
oppression dispute, including in relation to insurance issues.

• Internal Corporate Governance Investigation
Independent investigation for publically listed client into corporate governance 
practices, culture and processes relevant to the disclosure of information from senior 
management to the Executive Committee.

• Pre-emptive Rights Property Dispute
Represented the defendant to claims for breach of contract and misleading and 
deceptive conduct in the Supreme Court of South Australia, in the context of a 
pre-emptive rights dispute arising from the sale of multi-million dollar liquor and 
gaming establishment.

• Estate and Shareholder Dispute
Represented the beneficiary and minority shareholder in contentious estate and 
shareholder oppression proceedings in the Supreme Court of South Australia.

Advising clients in relation to trade practices, corporate governance, statutory 
obligations, corporate and regulatory investigations, D&O and other insurance claims.
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Career

Madeleine first joined LK in 2006 as a law clerk while completing her legal studies. She was 
Associate to the Honourable Justice Gray of the Supreme Court of South Australia upon 
graduation before rejoining LK. Madeleine spent 12 months in LK’s London office in 2013.

Madeleine was shortlisted for the ‘Rising Star: Litigation’ award at the 2017 Asia Women in 
Business Law Awards.

In 2011 Madeleine received the South Australian Young Lawyer of the Year Award, which 
recognizes outstanding professional achievement and contribution to the profession 
and community.

Qualifications

• Graduate, Australian Institute of Company Directors - Company Directors Course 
(GAICD) (2022)

• Bachelor of Laws (Honours), Adelaide University (2006)
• Bachelor of Arts (Psychology), Adelaide University (2002)

Admissions

• Supreme Court of South Australia (2006)
• Federal Court and High Court of Australia (2007) 

Industry and Community

• Chair, SA Branch of the Insolvency and Restructuring Committee of the Law Council 
of Australia (Business Law Section) (2022)

• INSOL International - Member, and Working Group 4 on Networking and Business 
Opportunities for Young Members

• Women’s Insolvency Network South Australia (winSA) - Member
• Women Lawyers’ Association of South Australia - Member
• Law Society of South Australia’s Young Lawyers’ Support Group - Member
• Law Society of South Australia - Member
• Aboriginal Law Students’ Mentoring Program - Committee Member
• Australian Institute of Company Directors - Member
• Helpmann Academy - Foundation Board Member
• Trinity Gardens School - Governing Council (2022)
• South Australian Legal Reform Institute, Review of Succession Law (2019) - Committee 

Member
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Publications

• “When ‘Where’ Matters – Anchoring Jurisdiction in Insolvency”, INSOL International 
Special Report (April 2015) (with Jason Karas and Scott Foreman)

• “Australian Succession Law”, Thomson Reuters (2010 - current) (with David Haines QC 
and Leonie Englefield)


